
From: Margie  

To: wsccau@yahoo.com 
Sent: Tue, January 18, 2011 1:41:30 AM 

Subject: Can a public school policy allow religious observance "black out" days? 

To Whom It May Concern: 

In September 2010, 130 middle school cross country runners were denied opportunities to 

compete in invitational meets due to a revised school policy that allowed a single parent the 

ability to "request that an event or activity be rescheduled" in observance of his religious 

observance.  The requesting parent is a sitting School Board Member, was the architect of the 

revised policy and did not have a child on the cross country team.  In fact, the district’s decision 

to cancel the meets was made prior to the formulation of a team; therefore, the request to 

reschedule was purely theoretical.   

Hinsdale Community Consolidated School District 181 revised the ISBA "School Year Calendar 

and Day, Policy 6:20" at the request of the School Board President.  In minutes acquired through 

an IFOIA request, he explained;" 

The recommended calendar policy calls for days where special activities such as 

athletic events, performances, tryouts, special labs and presentations would be 

restricted...The actual days would be identified through an administrative 

policy...parents will need to inform the administration of days where a significant 

event such as a religious holiday would preclude their child's attendance at 

activities.  When these dates are identified, the school administrators will then block 

the above referenced activities from those days."  

The policy was adopted in March, 2010 and now reads: "When planning the school 

calendar, administrators, principals, teachers, coaches and club sponsors will avoid 

scheduling events and activities for days or times that would create a foreseeable 

religious conflict for District 181families, or when it is foreseeable that attendance of 

parents or students will be substantially lower than at other times during the school 

year.  This may include, but not be limited to, scheduling events or activities in a 

manner that does not create a conflict for District 181families due to a school recess 

or break, or a major religious holiday or observance.  Reasonable individual 

accommodations will be made in the event of a conflict between an event or activity 

and a student's religious beliefs that substantially burdens the student's exercise of 

religion.  Parents may contact eh Superintendent's office to request that an event be 



rescheduled; all such requests shall be evaluated and decided on a non-

precedential, case-by-case basis."   

The school board member submitted "a formal request under the new...policy that there not be 

special activities, tryouts, performances, special class activities, etc. on the following dates 

9/8/10, after school; 9/9/10 all day and after school; 9/17/10 after school; 9/18/10 all day."   

In June, 2010, the Acting Superintendent declined two invitations for public school students to 

participate in invitational cross country meets [because]... 

"District 181 middle schools cannot participate...on Sept. 8 or 17 as they fall on the 

eves of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  I explored the possibility of allowing this 

since the holidays officially start at sundown both days and the meets probably 

would end by 5:30pm or so.  As I wrestle with this, I compared it to participating in a 

sporting event on Christmas Eve as long as the event got over at 5:30.  Obviously, 

that would never happen. ... I realize this may mean fewer cross country meets if you 

are not able to find any other meets to attend that fall on days that don't conflict 

with religious holidays."   

Since there was no secular reason for denying participation in the events, was this a violation of 

the First Amendment's Establishment Clause?   

More information is available upon request.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Margaret  

 


